Buddhism is one of the most important religions of the
world, It is a religion which is accepted practically by three
fourth section of Asia. It will be therefore interesting and
profitable for us to study the characteristic features of

Buddhism was founded by the Prince Siddharth of Kapil-
vastu. He came across certain disgusting sights like the
plight of an old man, pitiable condition of a sick man, the
carrying away of a dead body, These sights affected the heart
and mind of Siddharth so much that he decided to renounce
the world and find out the solution of these miseries that
characterise human life,
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Buddha had a unique background of the Upanisadic philo-
sophy of India, Therefore first of all he tried to seek the
truth by the process of meditation and performance of
penances, He led a very tough ascetic life, But these things
could not give fa the truth he sought, However when once
he was sitting under a banyan tree he experienced a flash of
enlightenment, He felt freedom from the bonds of ignorance